
WRHS WRITING STANDARD 
AND PLAGIARISM POLICY 

 
I. WRHS WRITING STANDARD 
 

The Wachusett Writing Standard requires each student to demonstrate a command of basic writing 
skills. At Wachusett, writing transcends all disciplines and is an integral part of the MCAS test. 
Students who encounter difficulty in meeting the standard will be offered appropriate opportunities 
for remediation. Successful completion of the Wachusett Writing Standard is a requirement for 
graduation from Wachusett Regional High School. 
 

The Wachusett Writing Standard requirement is one part of the English Department's comprehensive 
portfolio writing program, which is guided by the following philosophy: “Students learn to write and 
write to learn through strategies that encourage, inspire and challenge. All activities encourage a 
lifelong interest in writing and an appreciation of its power.” 
 

WRHS Writing Standard Criteria 
 

All students at Wachusett Regional High School must demonstrate an ability to reach a district 
standard in writing before being allowed to graduate.  
 

To meet the standard, every 9th- and 10th-grade student must accomplish the following each year:  
 

• Write at least two critiques of an acceptable quality. These will be graded in accordance with 
the rubric (as in the form of written commentary and /or check list) prepared by WRHS 
English teachers. 

 

• Engage in, and achieve a passing grade for, a research project conducted by an English 
teacher.  

 

• Produce, with passing grades, at least four types of writing from the following list: 
o Descriptive Essay 
o Journal Writing 
o Expository Piece 
o Parody/Satire 
o Opinion Piece 
o Short Story 
o Process Paper 
o Poem 
o Timed Essay 
o Skit 
o Personal Narrative/Autobiography 
o Character Sketch 
o Other assignments deemed appropriate by the teacher 

 

• Pass the WRHS Ninth Grade Writing Test. This test, which students take in October, will be 
scored holistically by WRHS faculty, using the same rubric used for the long composition of 
the MCAS testing. 

 

• Pass the English Language Arts portion of the Grade Ten Massachusetts Comprehensive 
Assessment System test, with the understanding that failing will necessitate enrollment in 
certain courses. Students must pass the ELA MCAS test to receive a high school diploma. 



Failure in any of these five requirements will mean that the student has not attained the WRHS 
Writing Standard and therefore must take an appropriate writing course as soon as possible. 
Students whose scores are not satisfactory on the WRHS Ninth-Grade Writing Test must take 
Language and Composition. Passing the course will constitute attainment of the WRHS Writing 
Standard.  

 

Each student has a Writing Standard Portfolio, which contains evidence that the Writing Standard has 
been completed.  
 
II. PLAGIARISM 
 

Plagiarism is the use of another person's ideas or phrasing in your writing without acknowledging the 
source. The word comes from the Latin word plagiarius (“kidnapper”).  The most blatant form of 
plagiarism is reproducing someone else's sentences verbatim and presenting them as your own. Other 
forms include borrowing particularly apt phrasing without appropriate acknowledgment, 
paraphrasing someone else's argument as your own, introducing another's line of thinking as your 
own development of an idea, and failing to cite the source for a borrowed thesis or approach. 
 

Plagiarism in student writing is often unintentional, as when an elementary school pupil, assigned to 
do a report on a certain topic, goes home and copies down, word for word, everything on the subject 
from an encyclopedia. Unfortunately, some students continue to use such “research methods” in high 
school and even in college without realizing that these practices constitute plagiarism. You may use 
someone else's words and thoughts in your writing, but you must acknowledge the author. 
 

In high school, plagiarism is usually viewed as cheating. If you plagiarize, you may receive a zero on 
a paper or fail a course. In college, penalties can be even more severe. Even without considering the 
penalties of plagiarism, the best scholars generously acknowledge their debts to others. 
 

What should you document? In scholarly writing, everything taken from an outside source requires 
documentation – not only direct quotations and paraphrases but also information and ideas. It is not 
necessary to give sources for familiar proverbs (“You can't judge a book by its cover”), well-known 
quotations (“I have a dream”), or common knowledge (“George Washington was the first president 
of the United States”), but you must indicate the origin of any appropriated material that a reader 
might otherwise mistake for your own. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about the use of others’ material, or if you are unsure about the 
correct way to cite sources, please talk to your teacher.  
 


